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September,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Barton-upon-Humber. 


Gentlemen, 

I present  for  your  information  my  Annual  Report  for  1952. 


General  Statistics. 

The  area  of  Barton-on-Humber  is  : — 

6,343  acres  land  and  inland  waters. 
838  acres  tidal  waters. 

The  population  is  6,366. 

There  are  2,145  inhabited  houses  in  the  town. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £28,137. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

44 

60 

104 

Illegitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Total 

49 

61 

no 

Birth  Rate  (excluding  Still-births)  17.2 

per  1,000  population. 

Still-births 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

40 

38 

78 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  Age. 

Males 

Females 

Total. 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 Weeks  of  Age.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  11  2 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  11  2 

Death  Rate  (all  ages)  11.9  per  1,000  population. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


Whooping  Cough  - 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach  - 

Ocher  Malignant  Neoplasms  5 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  1 

Diabetes  - 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System  2 

Coronary  Disease  8 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  1 

Other  Heart  Disease  10 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  ...  - 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  abortion  - 

Other  ill-defined  Diseases  ...  3 

Accidents  (excluding  Motor  Vehicle 

Accidents)  2 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  1 


1 

1 

5 
1 

9 

6 

4 

3 

1 


1 

2 

1 

3 


1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

11 

14 

1 

14 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


The  following  infectious  diseases  have  been  notified  to  me 
during  the  year  : — 


Measles  

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

33  28  61 

10  10  20 

1 - 1 

1 1 
4-4 
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Health  Services. 


The  Lindsey  County  Council  has  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  a School  Clinic  and  a Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  its  premises 
at  No.  50  Holydyke. 

Maternity  Homes  are  provided  by  the  Sheffield  Regional 
Hospital  Board  at  Scunthorpe  and  Cleethorpes. 

An  ambulance  operated  by  the  County  Council  is  stationed 
?.t  the  County  Fire  Station,  Holydyke,  and  is  available  for  the 
residents  of  Barton  and  the  surrounding  district. 

Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  provided  by  the 
Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  Brumby  and  elsewhere. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out 
at  Lincoln. 


Water  Supply. 

The  mains  water  supply  has  been  of  good  bacteriological 
quality.  Four  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and  all  have 
been  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  In  addition  regular  samples  are 
taken  both  of  the  raw  and  treated  water  by  the  bulk  suppliers,  the 
North  Lindsey  Water  Board. 

The  extension  of  mains  has  enabled  more  house  connections  to 
be  made,  and  the  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  main  supply 
is  steadily  increasing. 


Sanitary  Administration. 

% 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  incorporated  with  this 
report. 
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General  Health  of  District. 


The  incidence  of  disease  during  1952  was  a decided  improve- 
ment on  the  previous  year,  I hope  it  will  continue  so.  Though 
there  are  always  some  fools  in  every  community,  I am  of  opinion 
that  the  majority  of  people  in  most  communities  are  gradually 
becoming  more  health  conscious,  and  consequently  I hope  to  see  a 
continued  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  disease  of  all  kinds. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  P.  H.  BIRTWHISTLE, 


Barton-on-H  umber. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  1952. 

1.  Housing. 

The  action  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  and 
Public  Health  Acts  followed  the  same  general  pattern  as  in  1951. 
The  repairs  which  were  carried  out  to  dwellinghouses  were  the 
minimum  necessary  to  make  them  weatherproof  and  free  from 
nuisance. 

Six  totally  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with,  using  the  procedure 
of  Section  II,  Housing  Act,  1936.  In  the  case  of  four  of  the  houses, 
demolition  orders  were  made,  and  undertakings  were  accepted 
in  respect  of  the  future  use  of  the  other  two. 

Forty-two  new  Council  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year.  This  is  a welcome  addition  to  the  total  living 
accommodation  available  in  the  district,  and  has  eased  the  most 
urgent  demand  for  additional  houses. 
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The  three  forms  of  housing  activity  mentioned  above  must  be 
regarded  as  three  parts  of  one  function,  namely,  the  raising  of  the 
general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  district.  Up  to 
the  present,  this  has  been  done  mainly  by  the  provision  of  new 
houses  urgently  required  by  families  without  a separate  home. 
Repairs  to  privately  owned  houses  have  presented,  and  do  present, 
a difficult  problem  due  to  rent  control  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
greatly  increased  cost  of  repairs  on  the  other.  Shortage  of  houses 
of  any  sort  has  until  recently  precluded  the  possibility  of  closing 
or  demolishing  unfit  houses. 

There  has  been  in  1952,  a steady  change  in  most  of  these 
circumstances,  and  it  is  a point  for  earnest  consideration,  whether 
a change  in  the  Council’s  housing  policy  is  now  desirable. 

The  first  urgent  need  for  more  accommodation  has  been  met  ; 
systematic  repair  and  reconditioning  of  private  property  must  soon 
be  recommenced  ; totally  unfit  property  can  now  be  more  easily 
dealt  with  by  slum  clearance  procedure  as  it  is  no  longer  urgently 
necessary  to  build  houses  to  meet  the  acute  shortage  which 
existed  in  the  immediate  post-war  period. 

The  outlines  of  such  a policy  could  well  be  as  follows  : The 
repair  and  reconditioning  of  existing  houses,  a carefully  planned 
scheme  of  demolition  of  unfit  houses,  and  the  building  of  new 
houses  to  meet  the  following  needs  ; first,  the  normal  demand  from 
people  newly  married  and  from  people  with  young  families, 
secondly  the  demand  for  bungalows  for  old  people  which  would 
release  larger  houses  for  general  letting,  and  thirdly  the  provision 
of  new  houses  for  families  displaced  from  unfit  houses. 

The  statistical  details  relating  to  dwellinghouses  are  as  follows  : 


Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 


1 (a) 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ... 

197 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

490 

2 (a) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regs.  1925 

3 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

14 

3 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation 

3 

5 
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Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  refer- 
red to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  135 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  the  Service  of  Formal 
Notice. 

I Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

1 (a)  Proceedings  under  Secs.  9,  10  and  36,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  made  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices — by  owners  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  6 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice — by  owners  5 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Secs,  11  and  13,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Dem- 
olition Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders  nil 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  subject  to  undertakings...  2 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  ...  nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  1 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  1 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  10 
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2 Food  Inspection  and  Food  Premises. 

Food  Premises. 

All  the  food  premises  in  the  district  were  visited  during  the 
year.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  generally  satisfactory,  but  the 
structural  condition  of  a number  of  the  premises  is  poor.  As  soon 
as  time  permits  a survey  of  all  such  premises  will  be  undertaken 
and  a systematic  scheme  of  improvement  introduced. 

On  the  instruction  of  the  Council  a survey  of  all  licenced 
premises  in  the  district  was  made  ; special  attention  was  paid  to 
facilities  for  glass  washing  and  to  adequate  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion. 


In  six  cases  sanitary  accommodation  was  found  to  be  inade- 
quate, the  most  common  defect  being  a lack  of  flushing  apparatus 
and  sufficient  lighting  to  urinals. 

Washing  facilities  for  glasses  were  fairly  satisfactory.  Three 
premises  however  were  without  a piped  supply  of  hot  water  for 
glass  washing,  and  in  six  cases  the  sinks  or  draining  boards  provided 
were  worn  out  and  insanitary. 

The  owners  of  the  licenced  houses  were  notified  of  the  defects 
and  requested  to  remedy  them.  Some  of  the  items  have  already 
been  dealt  with. 


Ice  Cream. 

Regular  visits  to  ice  cream  premises  were  made  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  samples  taken  was  less  than  in  1951.  These 
however  were  taken  mainly  from  the  local  manufacturers,  as  there 
is  not  the  same  necessity  for  sampling  from  the  retailers,  practically 
all  of  whom  sell  nationally  known  brands  of  ice  cream.  Of  the 
seven  samples  taken,  six  were  placed  in  Grade  1 and  one  in  Grade 
2. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  details  relating  to  milk  supply  have  remained  unchanged 
since  1951,  the  bulk  of  the  milk  sold  being  bottled  pasteurised  or 
tuberculin  tested.  Nine  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  ; 
all  complied  with  the  statutory  tests  for  the  designation. 
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Meat  Inspection. 


Details  of  meat  inspection  carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Slaughterhouse  during  1952  is  given  below. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 


Number  Killed  

excluding 

Cows 

682 

255 

159 

R-  Lambs 

2872 

810 

Number  Inspected 

682 

255 

159 

2872 

810 

All  diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

6 

7 

32 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

286 

53 

__ 

141 

92 

Percentage  of  Number  in- 
spected affected  with 

disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

43  Tc 

23% 

4% 

6% 

14% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

7 

6 

Carcase  of  which  part  or 
organ  condemned 

33 

76 

. 

_ 

21 

Percentage  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

6% 

32% 

3% 

The  following  numbers  of  animals  were  admitted  for  emergency 
slaughter  and  are  included  in  the  totals  above. 


Cattle  excluding  Cows  ... 

70 

Cows  

42 

Calves 

17 

Sheep  

...  193 

Pigs  

...  193 

The  total  weight  of  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion was  17  tons  6 cwts.  which  includes  12  tons  3 cwts.  from 
casualties. 
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Alterations  and  improvements  to  the  slaughterhouses  men- 
tioned in  the  previous  report  were  commenced  towards  the  end  of 
the  year.  A hand  operated  winch  and  overhead  hanging  rails  and 
pulleys  were  installed  in  the  smaller  of  the  two  slaughterhouses. 
This  will  facilitate  the  dressing  and  movement  of  carcases,  and 
should  make  for  easier  inspection  and  identification  of  carcases  and 
offals.  The  second  slaughterhouse  is  to  be  enlarged  and  similar 
apparatus  provided. 


These  improvements  are  most  necessary,  but  it  seems  a pity 
that  so  much  labour  and  material  should  be  expended  on  buildings 
so  badly  sited  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  where  the  only  means  of 
access  is  through  the  narrowest  street  in  the  disrict.  It  should  not 
have  been  impossible  to  have  found  other  buildings  better  sited  in 
relation  to  the  centre  of  the  town,  which  could  have  been  similarly 
adapted  and  improved  to  form  much  more  satisfactory  slaughter- 
houses than  the  present  ones  can  ever  be. 


3 Water  Supply. 

New  connections  to  the  public  supply  have  been  carried  out 
mainly  in  conjunction  with  the  conversion  of  earth  closets  to  v/ater 
closets.  88%  of  the  houses  in  the  district  now  have  a piped  supply, 
65%  having  an  internal  supply.  Four  samples  taken  from  the  mains 
supply  during  the  year  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


Twenty-six  samples  from  wells  and  bores  serving  fifteen  houses 
outside  the  area  of  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. In  five  cases  the  results  were  unsatisfactory.  Further  investi- 
gation and  repeat  samples  revealed  contamination  during  storage 
and  distribution  while  the  quality  of  the  water  direct  from  the  bore 
was  satisfactory. 


These  defects  were  remedied  either  by  cleansing  and  repair  of 
the  underground  storage  cisterns  or  by  connecting  the  suction  pipe 
of  the  pump  direct  to  the  bore  and  so  eliminating  the  use  of  the 
storage  cistern. 
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4.  General  Sanitation. 


Nuisances. 


Total  number  of  nuisances  during  the  year — 


(1) 

Abated  as  result  of  informal 

action  by 

Sanitary 

Inspector  



56 

(2) 

Reported  to  Council — Statutory  Notice  issued  ...  4 

After  Informal  After  Statutory 
Intimation.  Notice. 

Smoke  

8 

- 

Dampness  

5 

- 

Yards  re-paved  or  repaired 

1 

- 

Other  nuisances 

..  42 

4 

rainage. 

Drains 

examined,  tested,  exposed  etc. 

... 

11 

Drains 

unstopped,  repaired  etc. 

...  ... 

35 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year,  flooding  occurred  in  the 
Queen’s  Avenue — Butts  R.oad  area  and  in  Holydyke,  due  to  the 
surcharging  of  the  sewers  following  heavy  rain.  The  danger  from 
the  deposit  of  sewage  solids  on  yards  and  gardens,  and  the  risk  of 
contamination  of  wells,  of  which  some  remain  in  the  area,  is  great. 

These  occurrences  serve  to  underline  the  necessity  of  tackling  the 
long  standing  drainage  problems  in  this  area,  which  have  been 
accentuated  in  the  last  few  years  by  housing  development  in  the 
district. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  collection  area  ...  459 

Number  of  pail  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  dry  receptacles  102 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  district 1546 

Number  of  water  closets  repaired  2 
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The  year’s  total  of  102  conversions  completed  is  the  highest 
figure  since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  in  1949.  Also  it  is 
the  first  occasion  when  the  number  of  coversions  has  been  substan- 
tially greater  than  the  number  of  new  houses  built.  Forty-one  of 
these  conversions  were  carried  out  voluntarily  by  property  owners 
who  received  the  Council’s  grant  af  £7-10-0,  the  remainder  after 
service  of  a Statutory  Notice,  the  Council  paying  one  half  of  the 
reasonable  cost. 

The  number  of  cases  where  it  is  necessary  to  serve  a statutory 
notice  requiring  conversion  to  be  carried  out  has  increased  steadily 
over  the  past  three  years.  In  1950,  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  covorsions 
were  done  after  the  service  of  a notice  ; in  1951,  fifty-five  per  cent  ; 
and  in  1952,  sixty  per  cent.  This  is  due  to  two  factors,  first,  the 
increase  in  building  costs  which  compels  the  property  owner  to 
obtain  the  maximum  financial  assistance  even  though  this  may  mean 
a reduced  long-term  return  through  the  permitted  rent  increase,  and 
second,  that  most  of  the  conversions  which  are  technically  easy 
have  been  done,  leaving  the  hard  core  of  more  difficult  and  expen- 
sive work  still  to  be  undertaken. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  this  work  is  carried  out  as  economically 
as  possible,  the  policy  of  persuading  property  owners  to  allow  the 
Council  to  do  the  work  on  their  behalf  by  contract,  is  advocated. 
This  system  enables  truly  competitive  prices  to  be  obtained,  and 
ensures  economy  by  the  grouping  of  a number  of  jobs  which  can  be 
carried  out  at  the  same  time. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  weeks  during  the 
winter  when  the  weather  seriously  impeded  the  work.  After  these 
delays,  collection  was  restored  to  its  normal  working  schedule  by 
the  temporary  use  of  an  additional  vehicle. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  refuse  collection  service  may  be  extended 
during  the  coming  year  to  some  of  the  outlying  groups  of  houses. 
This  may  be  done  by  re-organising  the  collection  rounds  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  time  saved  by  closet  conversions  already  com- 
pleted. 

The  Dam  Road  Tip  has  remained  in  a fairly  satisfactory  state 
but  some  trouble  was  experienced  during  the  summer  from 
“ sulphide  ” smell.  This  nuisance  is  likely  to  increase  until  the  tip 
is  completed.  A new  tipping  site,  when  selected,  should  be  free 
from  water,  even  though  this  may  involve  a certain  amount  of 
expenditure  on  drainage  and  pumping. 
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Rodent  Control. 


The  regular  baiting  of  sewers  and  the  refuse  tip  was  carried 
out  during  the  year.  In  addition,  infested  premises  were  dealt 
with  as  shown  in  the  table  hereunder. 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  rats  : 

(a)  Dwellinghouses  75 

(b)  Other  premises  35 

Trials  of  a new  anti-coagulant  poison  were  carried  out  during 
the  year,  from  which  satisfactory  results  were  obtained.  The  great 
advantage  of  this  type  of  poison  is  that  it  may  be  used  in  such 
small  quantities  that  no  poison  prejudice  is  built  up  in  the  rat, 
making  it  possible  to  lay  poison  bait  direct  without  previous  pre- 
baiting. This  reduces  the  number  of  visits  necessary  to  deal  with 
any  given  infestation,  and  substantially  reduces  the  cost  of  treat- 
ment, the  greater  part  of  which  cost  is  made  up  of  the  operative’s 
wages. 


J.  BROCKLEBANK, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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